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2009 Outstanding Alumni
Recipient s Announced

Swartz Creek Schools desires to
honor  those alumni who have achieved
outstanding success after leaving high
school.  Our Alumni Committee has chosen
the following recipients to receive this award:

Matthew Allen
Assistant Professor of Chemistry

Wayne State University, MI
Class of 1995

“The Michigan Association of School Boards
is a voluntary, non-profit association of local
and intermediate boards of education located
throughout the State of Michigan. Our
membership is comprised of 600 boards of
education, representing nearly all public
school districts in the state.

MASB was officially organized in 1949 to
advance the quality of public education in
our state, promote high standards in
providing educational programs, help school
board members keep informed about
education issues, represent the interests of
boards of education, and promote public
understanding about school boards and
citizen involvement in our schools.”

                           - MASB Website

For more information on MASB, go to their
web site at www.masb.org

Swartz Creek Board of
Education President, John
Knickerbocker, has been
elected to serve on the
Michigan  Association of
School Boards (MASB),
Board of Directors.

REMEMBER TO WAT CH
FOR B USES

   L OADING AND UNL OADING .

THEY CARR Y PRECIOUS CAR GO!

         On October 10, 2009 there will be a
gala dinner held in their honor.  The dinner
will be held in the Swartz Creek High School
Café.  Everyone in the community is invited
to attend.  You can purchase your tickets at
the  Administration Building for $15.00 each.
Come out and show your support and pride
in our outstanding alumni!

Ryan VanVeelen
Captain – U.S. Air Force

MH-53 Helicopter Commander
Navarre, FL

Class of 1997

Tammy Chang
M.D. and Founder/Director of

Health In Action
Ann Arbor, MI
Class of 1998

Beth Boyer-V ehre
Family Physician
Greenville, OH
Class of 1981



       Page 2 CRCRCRCRCR OSS SECTIONOSS SECTIONOSS SECTIONOSS SECTIONOSS SECTION

Syring Element ary’s
C.R.E.E.K. Rules. . . .RULE!

Commit  to learning
Respect  others.
Everyone is responsible
Everyone is safe
Kindness  count s.

     These important words were
accentuated to Syring Elementary’s young
dragons during an entertaining, supportive
and boisterous celebration held on Friday.
Teachers, staff and volunteers performed
skits and provided examples of how “not”
to behave.  Our students were then
challenged to show the errant adults the
correct way to conduct themselves in
various situations.  Hallway behavior,
playground conduct, library expectations,
bathroom etiquette and respectful manners
were demonstrated by our bright young
dragons.  This morning of role playing and
thoughtful reflection on how we treat each
other at Syring Elementary was culminated
with a resounding C.R.E.E.K. pep rally lead
by our terrific Principal Jane Flarity-Gram.
Principal Flarity-Gram emphasized her
expectations of her young dragons.  She
also spoke of her pride and faith in their
ability to practice their positive behaviors
and make this school year a great success.
Each student was rewarded for their
participation with a Popsicle and some extra
playground time.

     Syring staff, teachers and volunteers
want our children to live these sage words:

“Watch your thoughts,
for they become words.

Watch your words,
 for they become actions.

Watch your actions,
 for they become habits.

Watch your habits,
for they become character.

Watch your character,
for it becomes your destiny.”

CONSUMERS ENERGY
PRESENTS FIRST

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
INCENTIVE CHECK;
FIRST RECIPIENT IS

SWARTZ CREEK
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

- Following Article T aken From
Consumers Energy Count on Us

     Consumers Energy today began the
roll-out of $6 million in incentive checks by
year-end for its Business Solutions energy
efficiency program, part of Michigan’s new
energy reform law.  More than $31 million
in incentives will be distributed by
Consumers Energy by the end of 2011 to
business customers for energy efficiency
projects.

     The first recipient is Swartz Creek
Community Schools, which received an
incentive check today for $2,137 for energy
efficiency measures to control lighting.
Chad Sexton, Director of Operations at
Swartz Creek Schools, initiated the project
earlier this year as part of an ongoing
program to reduce energy usage at the
schools.

     “At Gaines Elementary School we
installed 22 occupancy sensors to control the
lighting in 16 classrooms, 4 offices and 2
lunch areas.  By using sensors to turn off
the lights when no one is in the rooms, we
estimate our annual electric savings to be
over $2,300 at just this one school,” said
Sexton.
     “The Energy Savings Solution Program
offered by Consumers Energy was an
important part in getting this done.  That
program paid for more than 40% of this
project.  With tight budgets, this extra
incentive helped us to get the project
installed,” said Sexton. Swartz Creek
Community Schools Superintendent Jeff
Pratt added, “We have taken on a
tremendous  amount  of energy   initiatives

district-wide to reduce our costs and save
taxpayers’ money in the long run.  We are
pleased to be the first district to receive an
incentive from Consumers Energy.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, GO TO THE
CONSUMERS ENERGY WEB SITE AT:

WWW.CONSUMERSENERGY.COM

Congratulations
Ms. McCullough!

     Syring Elementary community would like
to congratulate Ms. Jayne McCullough for
her 35 years of service to Swartz Creek
Community Schools.  Ms. McCullough is
quite loved and respected for her devotion
to our young dragons.  Her background as
a literacy specialist, coupled with her natural
love of children, have made Ms. McCullough
a special jewel in the crown that is Syring.
Ms. McCullough proves that Syring is truly
golden!

ABOVE:  Syring Elementary teacher,
Ms. Jayne McCullough, who has worked at
Swartz Creek Community Schools for 35
years.  Congratulations Jayne!
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“We are temporary stewards with an
obligation to manage the inheritance
in such a way that it can be passed
along even better and stronger than
it was when we received it.”
           - Robert L. Payton

Transport ation Dep artment
Launches New W ebsite

To Assist Parent s

     The beginning of the year is always an
exciting and stressful time for families. In an
effort to increase communication to parents,
the Transportation Department has launched
a new website: http://www.swartzcreek.org/
bus/index.htm.

      Of particular interest to many parents,
has been the section on bus routes and
safety tips. The parent can look up what bus
their student will be riding based on their
street address. To assist parents that have
students that walk to school, there is a link
for walking routes as well, that not only maps
the routes, but also indicates an approximate
time of arrival.

      Adam Zettal, The City of Swartz Creek’s
Zoning Administrator, has worked closely
with the Transportation Department at
Swartz Creek Community Schools in
applying for grants that encourage promoting
active communities. Please take the time to
go over the safety points of waiting for and
riding the bus with your child whether they
are just starting school or are in high school.

     Parents are the most important part in
the communication link between what is
expected of their student and their ultimate
safety. You are to be commended. Great job
for a smooth start to the year!

�

�

If you have moved and need to up-
date your student(s) address, it is as
easy as one, two, three!

1.  Complete a Change of Address
Request form.  Forms are available
online www.swartzcreek.org or can
be picked up at any school office.

2.  Provide a copy of your updated
driver’s license or Michigan I.D. AND
one of the following: current utility
bill,  current lease or mortgage state-
ment.

3.  Fax information to 810.591.2784
attention D. Vanderlip or drop infor-
mation off at your child’s school
office.

Easy as one, two, three!

Syring Elementary’s
Ms. Ellen McNaughton

Is The Greatest Teacher!

      The news is out!  The envelope has been
opened! The votes have been counted!
Syring Elementary’s own Ms. Ellen
McNaughton was chosen “The Greatest
Teacher” by Cars 108!

    Ms. McNaughton not only teaches her
third graders from the required curriculum,
she goes above and beyond to make them
better people.  She helps them to learn about
our economy through a student “market
place” that she and Ms. Neu set up each
year.  Ms. McNaughton also helps our young
dragons to be better stewards of our
environment with her environmental tips.
She even makes math fun with her Friday
Math Games!

     Ms. McNaughton is a positive influence
in the lives of all the people she touches.
Her students are better for having her as
their teacher.  Ms. McNaughton truly
believes these wise words of Walt Disney,
“Our greatest natural resource is the minds
of our children.”

RIGHT:  Syring
Elementary
teacher,
Ms. Ellen
McNaughton, was
voted “THE
GREATEST
TEACHER” by
radio station
WCRZ Cars 108.
Congratulations!
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MYMYMYMYMY SCHOOL DISTRICT,  SCHOOL DISTRICT,  SCHOOL DISTRICT,  SCHOOL DISTRICT,  SCHOOL DISTRICT, YOURYOURYOURYOURYOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND  SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND  SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND  SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND  SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND OUROUROUROUROUR SCHOOL DISTRICT. SCHOOL DISTRICT. SCHOOL DISTRICT. SCHOOL DISTRICT. SCHOOL DISTRICT.

TAKE NOTE! SWARTZ CREEK SCHOOLS
EMAIL NOTIFICATION LISTS

     If you would like to receive emails from se-
lected buildings regarding events, meetings,
monthly newsletters and more, please sign up
on our email notification list.  Please note that
each building will use the notification services
differently.  Therefore, not every building will
be emailing the same items as another build-
ing might. A link to all email notification lists
can be found by clicking on the link on the
homepage or going to www.swartzcreek.org/
email.htm.

HALF DAY OF SCHOOL AM:

   HIGH SCHOOL:    7:37 AM - 10:41 AM
   ALTERNATIVE ACADEMY:  7:45 AM - 10:35 AM
   MIDDLE SCHOOL:    7:47 AM - 10:51 AM
   ELEMENTARY:    8:47 AM - 11:55 AM

HALF DAY OF SCHOOL PM:

  HIGH SCHOOL:    11:16 AM - 2:20 PM
   ALTERNATIVE ACADEMY:  11:20 AM - 2:25 PM
   MIDDLE SCHOOL:    11:26 AM - 2:30 PM
   ELEMENTARY:    12:30 PM - 3:40 PM

FULL DAY OF SCHOOL:

    HIGH SCHOOL:    7:37 AM - 2:20 PM
    ALTERNATIVE ACADEMY:   7:45 AM - 2:25 PM
    MIDDLE SCHOOL:    7:47 AM - 2:30 PM
    ELEMENTARY:    8:47 AM - 3:40 PM
    AM KINDERGARTEN:    8:47 AM - 11:57 AM
    PM KINDERGARTEN:    12:30 PM - 3:40 PM

   SCHOOL HOURS:

ELMS ROAD ELEMENTARY
 GETS NEW BOOKS!

       With the help of  Book Fair profits and
past donations,  the Elms Road Elementary
Library processed in over 75 new books for
the 2009 – 2010 school year. The librarian/
educational aide, Mrs. Jessica Jewell was able
to purchase book titles that were requested
by students.

     These books vary from easy reader
kindergarten level to fiction chapter books for
4th and 5th grade students. Popular subjects
such as Pokemon, Star Wars and Hannah
Montana are among the exciting choices.
Also, the Guinness World Records books are
frequently requested.

        There are animal books, classic titles and
titles that are in demand such as “Inkspell”
and “The Sisters Grimm”. Elms Road
Elementary is excited to launch into a
wonderful school year of adventure and
encourage you to go into orbit over a good
book.

   Saturday, October 10, 2009:
    Outstanding Alumni Dinner - 6:00 PM
    SC High School Cafe / Tickets $15
   October 13 & 15, 2009:
     MEAP Testing
   Saturday, October 17, 2009:
    Jr. Class Craft Bazaar- SCHS
     10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
   October 20 & 22, 2009:
     MEAP Testing
   October 26, 27, 28 & 29, 2009:
     MEAP Testing Make-up Days
   Saturday, October 31, 2009:
     HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

A big “Thank You” to the Transpor -
tation Depar tment and bus driv er,
Miss Donna, who br ought the bus
to Syring Elementar y!  This gave
our students the chance to prac-
tice loading and unloading a bus
safely.  This helped to r einforce one
of our C .R.E.E.K. rules that “Ev ery-
one is safe.”

Syring Staff ABOVE and
Elms Road Elementary Staff BELOW

get ready for the start of a new school year.


