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Masterpieces In The
Style Of Matisse

Swartz Creek Community School’s art mission
statement is to provide an environment where
students will learn to express themselves
artistically, acquire lifelong skills, and develop an
appreciation of the arts.

Developing an appreciation of the arts is done
through studying various artists and analyzing
their artwork. It is through such study that Mrs.
Jodi Goff’s junior artists are inspired to use a
variety of tools to express themselves artistically.

 During their study of Henri Matisse, Mrs. Goff’s
second grade students learned that Matisse is a
famous artist that used boldly colored shapes
to express himself. As he grew older, his ability
to paint became challenging. Although his ability
to paint diminished, his love for art did not.

Using problem solving, Matisse began to use
pieces of painted paper to create collages. In
the style of Matisse, our second graders
expressed their thoughts and emotions by
selecting vibrant colored shapes and thoughtfully
arranging them in a harmonious way, resulting
in masterpieces.

BUILD Class Sear ching
For Solutions

New this fall for 8th grade students is the
B.U.I.L.D.  Be Useful, Innovative & Learn to
Design class reserved for 8th grade students
interested in learning more about “green
technologies”  that will hopefully provide the
solutions to some of  our environmental
problems.

The class concept was initially conceived by SCHS
Science teacher, Mrs. Culver, and is now being
led by Mrs. Hill who has devised several project-
based units to challenge students in this 9 week
exploratory class.  Students will be required to
demonstrate teamwork, communication skills and
time management as they design and develop
various projects.   This month’s unit involves the
development of various wheels and windmill
blades that will maximize readily available wind
power .

The projects have been difficult as students are
challenged to work with basic household
products such as cardboard, masking tape,
drinking straws and cups to develop high tech
solutions.  Future projects planned for later this
quarter will be solar-powered cars.

ABOVE:  Mrs. Hill (left), Gr. 8 Science teacher,
tests out custom blades with BUILD Class
students Taylor Bowman (center) and Tonya
Latham (right).

ABOVE: Gaines Elementary second graders,
Grace Owen (L) and Kristy Cregar (R) pose
with their masterpieces.  Mrs. Goff’s class
created the collages in the style of Matisse.

Spaghetti and MEAPballs
Approximately 50 parents and students gathered
together at Elms Road Elementary on Monday,
October 5th for “Spaghetti and MEAPballs.”
Families with children in grades 3rd thru 5th were
invited to enjoy a yummy Italian dinner catered
by Fazoli’s Restaurant.

After the dinner was finished, parents
experienced a short power point presentation
that explained many aspects of the MEAP test.
Information was given about the different types
of tests that each grade level will be taking and
the expectations and requirements of the
students.

Parent tips were also given to help parents best
prepare their children for the upcoming MEAP
test, and there was time for parents to ask
questions.  Overall it was a delicious evening filled

with family, food and important information.

NOVEMBER 1, 2009
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME

ENDS AT 2:00 AM
“FALL” BACK 1 HOUR!

ABOVE:  Sydney Goupil enjoys her spaghetti
dinner while learning about the expectations
and requirements of the MEAP test.
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This year’s blood drive was as fun as ever! It
was only the third week of school, yet we had a
great turnout.

Swartz Creek donated a total of  fifty produc-
tive  pints,  even though many were turned away
because of the new weight rules.  We would like
to remind you to always eat before giving blood
and that there is always food available for you if
you have not eaten.

    Written by SCHS student April Middleton

SCHS Ann ual Blood Driv e

ABOVE: Swartz Creek High School students
donated fifty pints of blood in the annual blood
drive.

Mor rish W alk-A-Thon &
W alking Club

Students collected pledges before the event for
the laps that they walked. Over $7,000 was
raised this year. The money raised is used to
help out with the many activities that are
happening each year at Morrish. The Fall Festival,
The Community Picnic  and most classroom
field trips are all supplemented by the PTO.

The idea to do a Walk-a-Thon started three
years ago when the PTO decided to get away
from a magazine sale as its primary fundraiser.
Morrish had already been doing a Walking Club
as an extension of physical education during the
lunch / recess period of the day. During Walking
Club,  students hold a walking card as they walk
and get it punched each time around the
building. Four laps around the building equals
one mile. During the Walk-a-Thon students
walked a minimum of 4 laps with their grade
level peers and the friends and family that came
out for the event.

This year  at Morrish, the Walking Club has been
dubbed “The Hiking Trail” to follow along with
the building theme of “Hiking the Trail to
Success”. Students earn a bracelet and a foot
charm for every card they complete. Each card
is worth five miles walked. During the PTO
Walk-a-Thon alone, Morrish students and
teachers walked 1890 laps, or 472.50 miles.

Walking and raising money, Morrish held it’s PTO
(Parent Teacher Organization) Walk-a-Thon this
October. The Walk-a-Thon has become the main
fundraiser for the PTO over the last couple of years.
Students, parents, grandparents and teachers all
walked laps around the school, in order to help the
PTO raise money.

ABOVE: Morrish Elementary students participate
in a Walk-A-Thon to help the PTO raise money for
school activities.
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Catch Us If  You Can

The Syring Running Club kicks off another great
season!  That’s right; the Syring Dragons are
hitting the streets with their 3rd, 4th and 5th grade
friends.

There are 40 students who come together on
Monday afternoons for a little conditioning, a
little running and a lot of fun.  The Syring
Running Club is coached by three experienced
runners: Principal Flarity-Gram, Special
Education Teacher, Mrs. Ginny Yuschak   and
Substitute Teacher, Mrs. Diana Vavro.

Our students run around the village, through
Winshall Park and return to Syring for a cool
drink.  The club completes their day with intense
speed work, also known as relay races.  In the
near future our youngest Dragons may even
spend some time on the high school track,
there’s just no stopping them!

    Happy Halloween!

Happy Halloween!

Happy Halloween!

Happy Halloween!

Happy Halloween!

  Trick or Treat!

  Trick or Treat!

  Trick or Treat!

  Trick or Treat!

  Trick or Treat!

     Saturday, October 31, 2009  Saturday, October 31, 2009  Saturday, October 31, 2009  Saturday, October 31, 2009  Saturday, October 31, 2009
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Our Middle School Diversity Club, sponsored
by 6th grade teacher Tony Suchanek, was
recently invited to participate in the National
Multicultural Diversity Institute’s Annual
Celebration hosted at the Flint Institute of
Music.  The club produced an original skit
focusing on the value of being unique and
proud of the diversity aspect.

The small acting troupe consisted of (6)
student volunteers who participated in a
rigorous rehearsal schedule to develop the
performance which was complete with a
colorful array of costumes and visuals to
compliment the performance.  The club’s skit
had been integrated with a variety of other
performers as part of the events Diversity
Program hosted in the MacArthur Recital
Hall.

Congratulations to Mr. Suchanek and the
Diversity Club actors for delivering a fine
performance!

Diversity Club
Gets Dramatic!

ABOVE: Mr. Suchanek discusses final
performance points with Middle School
Diversity Club actors.

A Wonderful Ev ening!
The 2009 Outstanding Alumni recipients were
honored with a dinner, a plaque and their pic-
ture placed on the wall of the  Alumni Room.
Dr. Tammy Chang, Dr. Beth Vehre and Dr. Matt
Allen were all in attendance.  Captain Ryan
VanVeelan was unable to  attend, but his mother
accepted the award on her son’s behalf.

Each recipient spoke about their experience at
Swartz Creek High School and the teachers that
they felt helped to make their success possible.
It was a trip down memory lane for all!

After giving their speeches, the alumni were then
asked to unveil their picture on the wall of the
Alumni Room in the High School Cafe.  Their
portraits hopefully will inspire current students
by seeing what some alumni have accomplished
since graduating from high school.

Assistant Superintendent of Personnel & Busi-
ness, Jim Bleau, along with High School teacher,
Phyllis Ziemer, took all the recipients and guests
on a tour of the renovated science wing.  There
were many comments on how great everything
looked and what a wonderful opportunity this
is for the current students.

A very special thank you to Sharon Fouts for all
her hard work in putting this banquet together
and for cooking the wonderful food!  Also to all
the guests, committee members, board members
and administrators that attended.  Your support
is greatly appreciated.

The Middle School Intramural Flag Football pro-
gram had over 50 participants and 8 teams to-
tal. They played every Monday & Wednesday af-
ter school for the months of September and
October. There was great fun and excellent
sportsmanship had by all.

 Our next intramural activity is 5-on-5 basket-
ball that will take place in the Middle School
Gym.  The games will be on October 26th and
October 28th right after school. The only thing
your student needs is to have a permission slip
on file, which can be found either in the Student
Office or on our website.

MS Intram ural Fla g Football

LEFT:
First Place
MS Intramu-
ral Flag
Football
Team!

RIGHT:
Second
Place MS
Intramural
Flag Foot-
ball Team!

LEFT:
Third Place
MS Intramu-
ral Flag
Football
Team!

RIGHT:
Best Sports-
manship
Award Win-
ners MS
Intramural
Flag Football.

ABOVE:  Outastanding Alumni recepients unveil
there photos.
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TAKE NOTE!
Important dates to remember-

 Friday, November 6, 2009:
  End 1st Marking Period
  1/2 day for 1-5 Students-PM K ONLY

 Monday, November 9, 2009:
  Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
   5-8 PM (Full day for students)
  High School Parent/Teacher Conferences
   3-6 PM (Full day for students)

 Tuesday, November 10, 2009:
  Middle School Parent Teacher Conferences
   4-7 PM (Full day for students)

 Wednesday, November 11, 2009:
  Elementary Parent/Teacher Conferences
   1-3:30 PM & 5-7 PM
  1/2 day for 1-5 students ONLY/Both K attend
  High School Parent/Teacher Conferences
   5-8 PM (Full day for students)
   ~ Veterans Day ~

 Thursday, November 12, 2009:
  Middle School Parent Teacher Conferences
   12:30 - 2 PM & 4-7 PM
  1/2 day MS students ONLY

 Friday, November 13, 2009:
    NO SCHOOL K-12

 Thursday, November 26, 2009:
    Thanksgiving Day - NO SCHOOL K-12

 Friday, November 27, 2009:
    NO SCHOOL K-12

Field Trip To A Play

On October 16, Mrs. Kunkleman and Mrs.
Landis took their 10th and 11th grade English
classes to Flint Youth Theatre to see the play,
Angel in the Night.  I thought it was wonderful.
It is based on real people and events.

It takes place in Poland during World War II.  It
is about a teenage girl named Marysia who was
put in a bad position and had to make a difficult
choice.  She finds a woman she knows and the
woman’s young daughter and sick baby boy
hiding in a haystack.    They are Jewish and need
a place to hide.  Marysia asks her mother if she
can help them and her mother says no at first,
but then she agrees to let them stay until the
baby is well.

 Marysia and her friend dig a hole in the ground
and that’s where the woman and her children
stay.  They stay there for over  a year and a half.
During this time another young woman comes
to hide there.  Marysia takes care of them and
feeds them.  At that time, anyone helping a
Jewish person could be punished by death.
Marysia takes a big risk and is eventually
arrested.  In the end, she and the Jewish people
survive.

For her help, Marysia had a tree planted in her
honor by The Avenue of the Righteous.  (The
Avenue of the Righteous identifies and pays
tribute to the non-Jewish heroes of the
Holocaust and is located in Evanston, IL.)   I
would highly recommend this play  and I think
that the other 87 people that also attended
would give it  a “thumbs up.”

By Shelby Barnaby
During Fire Safety Month, Firefighters Mike Treiger
and Jeff Kelley visited Dieck Elementary to educate
students about the dangers that fires can present.
Lieutenant Treiger adapted his safety message to
fit the various age levels of the students in grades
kindergarten through fifth grade that attended his
safety sessions.

 The Lieutenant taught the students how to be
safe with fire.  He also taught them what to do if a
fire should happen in their homes. Students were
instructed to work with their families to develop
exit routes from their homes in the event of a
fire.

Firefighter Kelley dressed in the gear that
firefighters wear when doing their job.  He
demonstrated how firefighters need to crawl on
their hands and knees to enter a smoke filled
building, just as they must do when looking for
their safe exit.

The students really enjoyed the presentations by
two of our dedicated firefighters.  We are glad
they are helping to keep us safe.

Fire Safety Month At Dieck

ABOVE:  Dieck Elementary students learn about fire
safety with Firefighters Mike Treiger and Jeff Kelley.


