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SC Boys Varsity
Hock ey Fundraiser

Our hockey team participated in a community
service fund raiser. Our team sent letters to family
and friends requesting donations for the services
we would provide in our community.

The Swartz Creek Senior Center recommended
senior citizens who needed outdoor work
completed. We piled into cars with rakes and bags
and ventured out into our community.  We were
able to help local senior citizens with yard work
and other outdoor chores.

We have currently collected over $3,000.  This
will help with the cost of our new jerseys and
additional practice ice.  Raising all of this money
is great, but money wasn’t the only thing we took
from this experience.

All of the senior citizens’ grateful smiles would
have been worth our time alone. It reminded all
of us once again why giving is more rewarding
than receiving.

Thank you all for your continued support of the
Swartz Creek Hockey Team.  We encourage you
to attend our games. There is nothing more
inspiring to us than an arena full of spectators.
Our schedule can be found on our school website
at www.swartzcreek.org.

By  Logan Clements
Swar tz Cr eek High School Senior

Syring Elementar y School’s
Fall Fun Fest

‘Twas a dark and gloomy day on the banks of our
meandering Swartz Creek.  The fog, with her cold,
clammy fingers wrapped around us, was
determined to hold back our fun. The rain played
jester in the Queen’s court with his flashes of
downpours upon the heads of our young dragons.
But under the imaginative leadership of our
Queen (Principal Jane Flarity-Gram) and her brave
and loyal cohorts (the Syring staff, teachers &
volunteers) the Syring Elementary School’s Annual
Fall Fun Fest was an astounding success!

Our young dragon’s feasted and committed
flagrant acts of folly at Friday’s Fun Fest. There
was a lovely exhibition of pumpkin decorating in
the foyer. Each class made time to enjoy karaoke,
soar in the various bounce houses, go on hayrides,
visit a petite petting zoo, play games and feast on
delicacies prepared by volunteers.

The wind was wild. The weather was wet and
foreboding. Still, Syring Elementary School’s “Can
Do” spirit swelled and overcame the elements
with warmth and happiness. This was a day of
memories! Thanks to all who made this year’s
Fall Fun Fest a success.

   ABO VE:  Syring Elementar y students enjo y
                  the Fall Fun Fest!

Our Soccer scoreboard that has been with us for
many years finally saw its last soccer game.
Fortunately, with the help of our Swartz Creek
Booster Club and our area business sponsors, we
were able to purchase a new scoreboard.  The
total cost of the scoreboard including installation
was $9,700.  The Boosters generously donated
$5,000 and the following business sponsors
generated $4,700:  Graff Chevrolet Durand, Randy
Wise – Genesee Valley Auto Mall, Chili’s, Financial
Plus and the SHW Group.  In addition our Girls
Soccer team, through their fundraising efforts,
donated $1,000 for the “Swartz Creek” sign that
is located on the top of our scoreboard.

The Swartz Creek Softball program has been busy
in their fundraising efforts.  Approximately seventy
student-athletes from our Softball program with
the assistance of the Athletic Boosters fund raised
over $16,000 for the purchase and installation of
the new softball scoreboard. The student athletes
included players from the high school along with
the middle school who performed a work-a-thon
raising $7,875 of the $16,000 needed for the
scoreboard. The Athletic Boosters generously
provided the balance along with the Swartz Creek
Youth Softball program which donated $1000.

The Swartz Creek District would like to thank
everyone who assisted in making this possible for
our Soccer and Softball programs.

Scoreboards Donated to
District
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The Kevin Locke Native Dance Ensemble at the
Whiting was attended by students, parents and
volunteers of our Anishinaabe Kinoomaagewin
(the Indian Education Program).  The Dance group
is a nationally-acclaimed ensemble and featured
performer at the Smithsonian National Museum
of the American Indian, and they presented
extraordinary hoop dancing, powerful drums,
soaring powwow vocals, ancient flute songs,
elegant traditional native dance and authentic
stories of the First Nations for over two hours
to those lucky folks present at this awesome show.

Kevin Locke is known throughout the world as a
preeminent Hoop Dancer and Northern Plains
flute player, traditional story teller, cultural
ambassador and recording artist.  The power,
grace and skill of all the performers sharing the
beautiful message about the importance of family,
friends and the need to embrace all humanity
captivated the audience during the entire show.
Kevin Locke (Tokeya Inajin is his Lakota name,
meaning ‘the First to Arise’) is Lakota and
Anishinaabe.  More than 2/3 of his presentations,
which number in the hundreds each year, are
shared with children in schools, community
centers and festivals internationally.  He is a
musical hero and role model for youth around
the world.  His special joy is working with children
on the reservations to ensure the survival and
growth of indigenous culture.

Kevin is acknowledged to be the pivotal force in
the now powerful revival of the indigenous flute
tradition which teetered on the brink of
extinction only twenty years ago. In 1990, he was
awarded a National Heritage Fellowship by the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), which
recognized him as a ‘Master Traditional Artist who
has contributed to the shaping of our artistic
traditions and to preserving the cultural diversity
of the United States’.

Kevin’s goal is ‘to raise awareness of the oneness
we share as human beings.’ His belief in the unity
of human kind is expressed dramatically in the
traditional hoop dance which illustrates ‘the roles
and responsibilities that all human beings have
within the hoops (or circles) of life.’

Touring for over two decades, Kevin has performed
and lectured in more than 70 countries worldwide,
sharing his high vision of balance, joy and diversity.
He has served as a cultural ambassador for the
United States Information Service since 1980.
Deeply committed to the conservation of Earth’s
resources for future generations, Kevin was a
delegate to the 1992 Earth Summit in Brazil and a
featured performer and speaker at the 1996
United Nations Habitat II Conference in Turkey.
“All of the people have the same impulses, spirits
and goals,” r eflects Kevin. “Through my music and
dance, I want to create a positive awareness of
the oneness of humanity.”

Since 1982, Kevin has recorded 13 albums of music
and  stories, including his 2000 release, The First
Flute, which won the Native American Music
Award for best traditional recording.

Anishinaabe Kinoomaa gewin
Group Attends The Kevin

Locke Nativ e Dance
Ensemble

Swartz Cr eek
Comm unity School

District & Comm unity Sur vey
2009-2010

   ABO VE:  Our
Indian Education
group at the
Kevin Lock e
Nativ e Dance
Ensemble.

LEFT: Indian
Education stu-
dents with fancy
dancer.

“Thanksgiving Day
is a jewel,

to set in the hearts
of honest men;

but be careful that you
do not take the day,

and leave out
the gratitude.”

            ~E.P. Powell

    We want y our opinion!
Your input is impor tant!

We have a survey posted on the home
page of our website and we need your
input.  It will only take a few minutes of
your time to complete.  Just a few ques-
tions on how you feel about our schools

and teachers, what we can do to im-
prove and a few other topics.

The survey is titled:

�

�
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“Stop, Drop, and Roll” could be heard through
the halls of the Mary Crapo Child Development
Center for a week after the Swartz Creek Fire
Fighters stopped by for their annual visit.    Our
local fire fighters came to visit and talked to
preschool, pre- kindergarten  and Great Start
Readiness classes  about fire safety.

The students watched a short video, which
covered the ABC’s of fire safety.  Firefighters
then gave the children a  pop quiz to test their
fire safety knowledge. The children watched the
fire fighters put on their gear  and were allowed
to ask questions and come up and touch the
fire fighter.

Then the children were surprised with a special
treat, a fire truck! The Fire Fighters brought
out  a fire truck for the children to walk through
and explore.  The children were absolutely
thrilled to be able to walk through and touch
anything and everything in the truck!

At the end of the presentation each child was
given a fire fighter safety badge and coloring
book.  The Mary Crapo Child Development
Center wrapped up fire safety week with
practice fire drills and “Stop, Drop, and Roll”
training exercises.

Written by: Stephanie Jacob, Pre-K teacher,
                            Mary Crapo CDC

Stop, Dr op and Roll

ABO VE:  Swartz Cr eek Ar ea Fire Depar t-
ment visits the Mar y Crapo Child De velop-
ment Center .

Syring Elementary 5th graders celebrated this past
Veterans Day with an “ancient” form of
communication, letter writing.  Teacher’s Mike
Dutcher and Tara Kimbrue spent the half day
actively involving their students in lessons that both
visually explained the history behind Veterans Day
and culminated the lessons by sharing letters with
soldiers stationed in Afghanistan.

The letter writing campaign was useful in two ways,
number one the students had the opportunity to
share their thoughts and ideas with a soldier
overseas and second students learned about the
procedures involved in writing letters by hand.  The
main idea behind the letter writing campaign was
to express to the students what our soldiers are
currently doing to secure our freedoms here in
the United States.  The idea of freedom can be
vague for some people and the lessons learned
from the day had a direct impact on the students.

If you would like to learn more about the students
letter writing campaign you can go to
Anysoldier.com to receive more information.  (No
last names were used in the letters, unless parent
permission was first granted) The information
below is a quick synopsis of the solider who will
be in charge of distributing our letters to the
soldiers in his unit:

19 Nov 2009:
My unit is out of Ft Lewis WA. 5/2 was the first
Stryker BDE into Afghanistan. Life is definitely not
as good here as it is in the states. However, we
make due with what we have and share with each
other all of our best memories from home. We
share the good and bad memories.

Anyone who has been deployed before knows that
talking about what we miss most about home can
make one feel pretty good. That often helps get
through some of the bad days out here.

Right now we are living in tent s that house 20
Soldiers per tent. You can say we have become
“very close” to each other. Electricity is available
in the tents with 110-220 outlets. We walk about
60 to 100 yards to use the showers. We do have

Port-o-Johns about 15 feet from the entrance of
our tent.

We walk to use the laundry machines about 3/4 of
a mile from the tent. We do not have freezers,
microwaves or refrigerators in our tents but we
do have them where we work. The nearest dining
facility is about 100 yards from our tent.

The biggest thing we lack is entertainment and
toiletry items. We also are in need of laundry items
to wash and dry our clothes. The nearest PX is
always out of stock on everything. Soldiers would
love to be able to listen to music and watch videos
in their spare time.

If the Army issued an IPOD Touch (or similar
device) to each Soldier as they arrive in country,
the quality of life would be so much better. Being
able to see pictures of ones family, listen to music
watch family or movie videos would go a long way
towards enabling a Soldier to relax and mentally
escape this place for a short while. That is my
opinion anyway. Letter writing materials would also
be very helpful.

Veterans Da y At Syring

ABO VE:  Syring students celebrated Veter -
ans Day by writing letters to our soldiers.

  The Athletic Boosters ha ve many SC
items a vailable on their w ebsite .

T-shir ts, sweatshir ts, hoodies and hats!
They would mak e great holida y gifts!

Check out all the mer chandise on their
web page at:

www.swar tzcr eek.org/
athletic_boostersr v.htm
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R.L. Stine Web Cast
At Elms Road Elementar y

Mr. Love’s 4th grade class had a ghoulish
good time viewing a live web cast of R.L.
Stine, author of the children’s series
“Goosebumps”. Mrs. Jewell invited the
students to come to the library to enjoy
this question and answer time with the
popular author.

Several children in Mr. Love’s class have
read “Goosebumps” and these
frightening novels are a long time favorite
at the Elms Road Elementary library.   “I
liked it, he was funny”, said 4th grader,
Khyra Robinson.

Author R.L. Stine started writing when
he was only 9 years old and his favorite
book growing up was “Pinocchio”. This
experience may encourage other young
writers to use their own imaginations
and not set limits just because they’re a
kid.

A few mor e
pictur es from the
Nativ e American

Ensemble that
our students

attended.  Ar ticle
can be found on

page 2.

Dr. Underw ood Meets
With SCMS Students

Dr. Clarence Underwood, an admissions
counselor at Michigan State University,
provided three grade-level assemblies for the
students at SCMS regarding the need for
taking personal responsibility toward
learning.  Dr. Underwood described several
situations where students could take charge
of their education and provided numerous
opportunities for them to participate in the
presentations.

Dr. Underwood’s program had  been
sponsored by MSU as part of an outreach
program designed to inform students on the
topic of college-level preparedness.  He
explained that many students make
application for college admissions without
being properly prepared.

The final program of the morning was
customized for the 8th grade students where
he emphasized the importance of
participation in community service and
student leadership experiences for students
planning to gain entry to university-level
programs.  The staff and students found the
assemblies engaging and were appreciative
of Dr. Underwood’s  energy and passion
toward promoting his message.

Ben’s Buddies At
Dieck Elementar y

Throughout our school district we are
implementing a program of Positive
Behavior Support (PBS).  Our goal is to
help students learn appropriate behaviors
that they can demonstrate in all areas of
the school.  One of those areas is the
cafeteria.  The Dieck staff modeled
appropriate and inappropriate lunch time
behaviors for their students.     Each day
we add stickers to a chart which hangs in
our cafeteria to keep track of the grade
levels which are taking care of their table
and the floor underneath their table.

At the end of the month, the grade level
which accumulates the most stickers is
rewarded with a special lunch which is
served by their teacher, and a crew of
volunteer staff members.  That grade then
becomes known for that month as “Ben’s
Buddies”.  Mr. Ben has been so appreciative
of the students’ effor ts that he has
purchased additional treats to share with
students.

ABO VE:  SCMS 8th grade students briefl y meet
with Dr . Underw ood follo wing the assemb ly.

ABO VE:  Mr. Ben W alwor th, head custodian
at Dieck Elementar y and his first grade
“bud dies” enjo y a special pizza lunch.


