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This past month, students from Team 6-1 Core+
classes sharpened their writing skills by developing
essays for submission in the Patriot’s Pen Essay
Writing Contest that had been locally sponsored
by the Swartz Creek VFW Post. The students had
been tasked with providing their ideas on a single
topic which was to answer the question “When
is the right time to honor our veterans?”

The First Place writer, Venessa Udell centered her
essay on the notion that “Veterans need to be
honored everyday in order to keep them in our
memory and to show respect.” Venessa’s
classmates, Jolee Billings and Brandon Baller were
also recognized for top honors (Second and Third
Place respectively).

Teacher representatives from Team 6-1, Mrs.
Gillett and Mrs. Dikos, accompanied the students
on Veterans Day where the VFW hosted a
ceremony at the local memorial and then off to a
banquet where each student received recognition
and were awarded a $50 savings bond.
Congratulations to our students and teachers for
promoting patriotism and improved writing skills!

ABO VE:  Team 6-1 Teachers and Writers
returning fr om VFW Honor Pr ogram (Left –
Right) Brandon Baller , Mrs. Gillett,  Jolee Billings,
Mrs. Dik os and Venessa Udell.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OUR GREAT STUDENTS!The Swartz Creek High School FIRST Robotics

team, Team #1243, competed in the West Michigan
Robotics Invitational on Saturday, October 10th.
The event held in Zeeland, Michigan allowed team
#1243 to showcase their teamwork, engineering,
programming, and robotic operation talents. Under
the guidance and mentorship of General Motors
engineer Joe Bickley, robot pilots Bobbi Proffer
and Jentery Farmer excelled in operating the robot
both defensively and offensively, while Payload
Specialist Ivan Loftis scored many points shooting
“Moon Rocks” into trailers hauled by opposing
teams’ robots. New recruits Ashley Lauer, Corey
Weisinger, Joe Callendar, and Remington Maguffee
were immersed in the FIRST competition
experience through working in the pits, assisting
with robot maintenance & transport, and scouting.
Aaron Cain headed up the scouting efforts during
the qualifying matches and was instrumental in
forming the winning alliance for the final playoff
rounds.

The championship matches of this event
showcased the gracious professionalism so highly
encouraged by the FIRST program. After winning
the first match in the best of 3 championship
rounds, the alliance led by Swartz Creek offered
to use their time out to allow the opposing alliance
time to repair a robot that had broken down. The
rules however did not permit cascading time-outs
as that alliance had just used their own time out
to initiate the repair.

With their one match lead, the Swartz Creek
alliance was in position to place 3 robots against
2 in what would normally result in a one-sided
match and an almost assured victory. In the tense
moments before the start of the match the entire
arena stood silent and held its breath. What
followed was an amazing display of gracious
professionalism. Rather than attack the scoring
trailer that was left idle on the field by the broken
down robot, the Swartz Creek alliance instead
focused on scoring in only the two scoring trailers
towed  by  the  2 active robots and the opposing

This also gave the opposing alliance time to get
their 3rd robot repaired and back on the field for
one last 3 on 3 match. In an exciting final match it
appeared that the Swartz Creek alliance had
handily beat the opposing alliance, however due
to a field scoring problem, officials determined that
the match did not count and would need to be
replayed. In another act of gracious professionalism,
the opposing alliance decided to concede the
match as they believed they had lost despite the
technicality.

The WMRI event marked the last competition for
the 2009 robot and game. The team was
competitive again in 2009 with a Qtr. Final finish,
an invitation to the State Championship during
the FIRST season, and two Off-Season event Wins!

In January, FIRST will present a new game challenge
and the robotics team will again be called upon to
develop another strategy and to design, build, and
program a new robot that can effectively execute
the chosen strategy in six short weeks. The team
is sponsored locally by General Motors Flint Truck
Assembly, ITT Technical Institute and Gas Tank
Renu. Hardworking and motivated Swartz Creek
High School students interested in becoming
involved in the robotics team should contact High
School Principal Sandy Macut for more
information.

ABO VE:  Swartz Cr eek High School FIRST Robotics
team,  Team #124, invitational winners!

West Michigan Robotics
Invitational Winners!

alliance eeked out a victory in the second match
that tied up the finals.
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        Did You Know?

There is an Indian Education Program in our
school district and has been since 1975?

There is a link on our school website with
information about the program, located under
the ‘school’ button, then the link titled ‘Indian
Education’. There is a printable form on there
under the link ‘enrollment / eligibility form’ that
you can print and complete for your child if
you think they may qualify to participate in our
program. This form, after completing, can be
sent via inner-school mail to the program office,
located in the Community Education building.

We provide services to Native American Indian
students enrolled in our program who most
likely do not qualify for services from their tribe
or band. There is a misconception that all Native
American Indian students get money from tribal
casinos in Michigan and that is not true. For
instance, a Cherokee or Sault Ste. Marie Ojibwe
student here does NOT receive money from
the Mt. Pleasant casino. The student has to be
quarter blood and have tribal certification with
the tribe there to receive any money from
them.

The main goal of our Program is Ojibwe
language preservation and culture and
community awareness that Native American
Indians are still here and not just a part of our
countries history.

Miigwech (Thank You).

For more information, please contact Cheryl
Spaniola at (810) 591-4361or by email at
cspaniola@swcrk.org.

Wa y To Go Students!

During Homecoming Week, Mrs. Kunkleman and
Mrs. Landis’s 10th and 11th grade English classes
raised money to help buy vinyl siding and paint
for a local home.  City officials contacted the
homeowners because neighbors were
complaining about the condition of the home.
Unfortunately, the three women who own the
home did not have the financial resources to do
the necessary repairs.

Becoming aware of the situation of these women,
local resident Bill Morgan was determined to help
them.  Upon learning about this situation from
Mr. Morgan, Mrs. Landis and Mrs. Kunkleman
thought this would be a great opportunity for
their students to help make a visible difference
in their own community.  The money was easily
raised, the work was accomplished through a
volunteer, the homeowners are thrilled and
WOW what an improvement!

In a thank-you letter students received, Mr.
Morgan said, “Thanks to caring students like you,
the house has been transformed... I am so
encouraged and grateful that young people like
you can do so much with so little to collectively
change the outlook on life for these three women.
Please continue to look for ways to do for others
who are less fortunate.”

                              BEFORE

                                 AFTER

Mr.  West’s 2nd Ann ual
Congr ess Day

On Friday, November 20, Mr. West’s
class took part in the second annual Congress
Day.  The purpose of this activity is to give the
students a real-life idea of how the US Congress
works.  It is a culminating activity for Mr. West’s
unit on US government.  In preparation for this
event, student work in groups of two to decide
upon a bill.  The bills are to be ideas that could
make our school a better place.  Students must
research the idea, figuring out the pros and the
cons, as well as how much the idea would cost.

On Congress day, the class is divided into two
sections:  a large House of Representatives and
a smaller Senate.  Each group presents its bill to
Congress and the legislative process begins,
complete with voting.  Mr. West acts as the
president and approves or vetoes bills if they
reach that level.  Students are given a pretend
budget in which they must operate.

Some of the bills that were “passed” included:
Installing vending machines in the school for use
by students (vetoed, but overidden by Congress)
and a change in students’ assigned lunch seating.

Although this was just a simulated activity, and
none of the bills will actually go into affect at our
school, the students learned a lot about our
legislative system and had a good time.
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2010 Nativ e American
Student Ar t Competition

Bringing Honor Through Education is the theme for
the U.S. Department of Education, Office Indian
Education’s 2010 Native American Student Art
Competition. The competition, which celebrates
the values and successes of education in Native
American communities, is open to all American
Indian and Alaska Native students in grades Pre-
K through 12. The deadline for submissions is
January 29, 2010.

By supporting this competition, the Office of
Indian Education hopes to inspire students to
explore the connection between their education
and culture through art and writing. Entries for
the 2010 Native American Student Ar t
Competition should relate to the theme Bringing
Honor Through Education and reflect the promise
and importance of pursuing an education for
Native youth. Submissions will be judged in six
different grade levels, and prizes will be awarded
to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in the artist
and writing categories.

In recognition of the students’ artistic talents, the
2009 Native American Student Artist winning
entries were exhibited at the U.S. Department
of Education, the Smithsonian’s National Museum
of the American Indian, Oklahoma History Center,
and the Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture.
The Student Art Competition rules require that
a student register their entry online or over the
phone prior to submitting their entry. For
additional information, rules, and entry form,
please visit http://kids.indianeducation.org, email
sac@indianeducation.org, or call (866) 259-0060.

For more Information Contact:
Rayanne Ganuelas
sac@indianeducation.org
(866) 259-0060
www.kauffmaninc.com

    Holiday Recess Begins
at the end of the day on

Tuesday, December 22, 2009.

School resumes on
Monday, Janaury 4, 2010.

Gaines Spaghetti Dinner
Fund Raiser A Hug e

Success!

Lynn Brewington, one of the first grade teachers
at Gaines Elementary, has been diagnosed with
lymphoma and began her treatments a few weeks
ago.  Subsequently, a significant financial need
arose and her colleagues at Gaines Elementary
decided to improve the situation.

The staff put together a Spaghetti Dinner as a
fund raiser and then solicited gifts and food from
businesses and individuals throughout the Gaines,
Swartz Creek and surrounding area to be part
of a huge silent auction.  Dozens of items were
auctioned at the dinner which was held at the
United Methodist Church of Gaines on
November 6th.

Lynn’s friends, throughout the Swartz Creek
School District and in the community, were very
generous in their giving and their participation
in the Dinner and Silent Auction.  The week after
the Dinner Lynn met with her colleagues at
Gaines Elementary and was presented with a
huge mock-up check in the amount of $5,599.50.
Lynn said she was wonderfully shocked and
greatly humbled by the overwhelming show of
support.  She wants to thank all those generous
people who gave from their hearts.  Thanks also
to all the area businesses that are on the list of
generous and concerned members of the
community.

ABO VE:  The Spaghetti
DInner as a fund raiser
for L ynn Br ewington
was a HUGE success!

LEFT:  The Gaines
“Cr ew” who put this
dinner to gether to
benefit one of their
co-work ers.
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Tuesday, December 22,  2009:
Holiday Recess Begins
At Conclussion of Day

Monday, January 4, 2010:
School Resumes

Monday, January 18, 2010:
Teacher Professional Development
(MLK Day)
NO STUDENTS K-12

Thursda y, January 28, 2010:
1/2 Day for High School Students
ONLY for exams

Friday, January 29, 2010:
End of 1st Semester
1/2 Day AM ALL Students- NO PM K.
Full Day Teaching Staff

�

�

�

�

“May all your  troubles last
as  long  as

your New  Year’s resolutions!”
-Joey Adams

Elms Road Elementar y
Famil y Game Night

Elms Road students received an early Christmas
at Family Game Night. Each Elms Road student in
attendance chose a new game to play with their
family.  At the end of the evening the student took
their new game home.  The event was enjoyed by
all.

3rd & 4th Grade
Buddy Writing

Mrs. Neddermeyer and Mrs. Pike’s 3rd grade
students write with a 4th grader from Mrs.
McCullough and Mr. Love’s classes. They enjoy
buddy writing once a month.

Going “Under the Sea” at
This Year’s K-5 Daddy

Daughter Dance

The Swartz Creek Middle School student
council will be sponsoring the annual daddy
daughter dances for our girls enrolled in
kindergarten through fifth grade.  This year’s
theme is “Under The Sea” and promises to
make every young girl attending feel like a
mermaid princess.

The dances are always so well attended that
there are actually two dances.  Dieck, Syring
and Gaines Elementary girls are invited to
attend on Friday, February 26 and Elms and
Morrish Elementary girls are invited to attend
on Friday, March 26.  The dance is held from
6-8 pm on those evenings.  There will be a DJ,
karaoke, light refreshments and coat check
included in the ticket price and a professional
photographer will be on site for an extra
charge.  We also encourage Dads to bring
along their own cameras as there will be lots
of great opportunities for candid shots.

Tickets for the event  are $15 for each daddy
and daughter couple and $5 for each
additional daughter in the family attending.
Tickets are on sale in advance at the
elementary school offices during office hours
and may be paid for by cash or check made
out to Swartz Creek Middle School.

At Dieck, Syring and Gaines ticket sales will
start Monday, February 8, and Elms and
Morrish ticket sales will start Monday, March
8.  This year we encourage attendees to enter
through either our north or south entrance
so that both parking lots may be utilized.

For more information, please call Swartz
Creek Middle School at 591-1703.


